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WIMBQRNE  AND  CRANBORNE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Renor-t  for  the  year  1947 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  the  Report  for  1947  shall 
again  be  abbreviated  and  confined  to  information  concerning  essential 
and  exceptional  matters.  Statistics  are  to 'be  preserved  but  not 
included  in  the  Report.  The  Minister  desires  it  to  include  remarks  on 
the  progress ■ of  diphtheria  immunisation,  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 
and  certain  particulars  regarding  the  v/a-ter  .supply. 

General  Health  Statistics  ' "  *y  >  *>  x 
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These  indicate  that  the  health  of  the  population  romaing£D-on  the 
whole  good  throughout  the  year. 

The  Birth  rate  was  18, 7. per 
with  19*5  in  1946  and  a  National' 

The  Death  rate  was  12*  9*  It  was'  13*6  in  1946  and  the  National 
rate  for  1947  fas  12.0. 

The  widespread  epidemic  of  noliomyclit is  which  affected  the  whole 
Country  during  the  latter  half  of  1947  caused  7  cases  in  this  District 
with  one  death,  an  incidence  rate  of  35  per  100,000  of  population. 

This  is  a  high  figure,  the  average  for  the  rural  districts  of  England 
and  Males  being  21.  The  incidence  in  Dorset  as  a  whble  was  high, 
higher  in  fact  than  in  all  the  neighbouring  Southern  Counties  except 
the  Isle  of  Might.  Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  incidence  varied 
unaccountably  from  county  to  county  between  the  extremes  of  3*5  in  the 
Isle  of  Ely  and  52.5  in  'Radnorshire ,  both ‘typically  rural  counties. 
Incidence  in  rural  districts  as  a  v/hole  was  slightly  higher  than  in 
the  towns. 

Gastroenteritis 

« 

There  is  a  general  impression  that  stomach  and  bowel  disorders, 
causing  short  but  inconvenient  illnesses,  were  unduly  prevalent.  There 
was  little  indication  of  this  to  be  found  in  the  figur  ,  f  notified 
diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  infantile 
diarrhoea.,  and  no  notifications  of  the  enteric  feVers  or  of  food 
poisoning.  One  case  of  dysentery  was  notified* 

Medical  practitioners  were  asked  to  report  all  such  cases  or 
outbreaks,  whether  or  not  a  notifiable  disease  was  diagnosed,  and  to 
take  every  opportunity  of  getting  early  specimens  from  the  patients 
for  laboratory  investigation.  Two  such  reports  were  received  of 
isolated  cases  of  acute  enteritis,  the  cause  of  which  was  not 
identified.  .  ; . 
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Immunisation  against  diphtheria 

It  is  estimated  that  at  ‘the  end  of  1947  49*4  per  cent  of  the  child 
population  aged  0  to  5  were  immunised,  and  72.5  per  cent  of  those, 
aged  5  to  15.  Eor  the  younger  group  the  figure  is  not  quite  so  good 
as  at  the  end  of  1946,  but  for  the  older  grout)  it  is  better. 
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It  is  now  8  years  since  immunisation  was  started  and  its  effect 
has  been  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  almost  to  vanishing 
point.  No  cases  were  notified  in  1947  and  the  average  for  the  last 
5  years  has  been  one  case  per  year.  Unfortunately  as  the  disease 
becomes  rarer  the  benefits  of  immunisation  are  apt  to  become  less 
appreciated  and  parents  less  ready  to  bestir  themselves  and  get  their 
children  immunised. 

Mate r  Supul i o s 

Nine  parishes  are  provided,  some  only  partly,  with  piped  supplies. 
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The  remaining  sixteen  are  dependent  on  wells,  or  in  a  few  eases  on 
stored  rain  water. 


In  some  parts  of  the  I)i ahr* iC  1:  the  wells  yield  a  water  of  very 
inferior  quality.  In  other  parts  the  quantity  is  deficient  and 
serious  shortage  of  water  often  occurs.  During  1947  water  had  to  be 

carted  to  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Handley,  Holt  and  17ood  lands. 
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It  may  be  said  in  general  that  the  water  supply  of  those  parts 
of  the  District  without  piped  supplies  is  bad  and  in  urgent  need  of 
improvement.  The  Council  has  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  new  supplies, 
all  details  of  which  arc  now  with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  a  Public  Inquiry  will  be  held  in  the  Autumn. 


During  the  year  mains  were  laid  in  a  part  of  the  parish  Of 
Alderholt  and  water  is  obtained  temporarily  *by  a  bulk  supply  from  the 
V/est  Hants  Hater  Company.  This  parish  will  eventually  be  supplied, 
under  the  Council's  own  scheme  above  referred  to. 


The  parishes  of.  Colehill,  Hampreston  and  V/est  Parley  comb  within 
the  statutory  area  of  the  Bournemouth  Gas  and  A/at cr  Company  and  the 
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irish  :f  Corfc  Mullen  within  the  statutory  area  of  the  Poole 


Corporation's  water  undertaking.  The  parishes  of  Cranborne  and  Verwood 
are  supplied  with  piped  water  by  the  Council,  but  in  the  case  of 
Verwood  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  obtain  a  supplementary  supply 
from  the  Vest  Hants  Hater  Company  during  periods  of  drought  and  heavy 
draw-off.  The  source  of  water  for  Verwood  from  springs  on  Bovcridge 
Heath  has  been  found  td  be  insufficient  and  unreliable  in  dry  periods. 
There  are  at  present  three  private  water  supply  schemes,  viz. 


(1)  Crichcl  Estate  Supply,  source  -  well  adjacent  to  River  Allen 

at  Moor  Crichel.  Supplies  part  of  Long  and  Moor  Crichcl 

(2)  Crichel  Estate  Supply,  source  -  well  at  Bakers  Farm,  V/itchampton 

Supplies  part  of  the  parish  of  V/itchampton. 

(3)  Hinton  Mar tell  supply  -  owner  Mr.  G.  Lawes,  source  -  springs 

on  hill  east  of  village. 


The  population  with  piped  water  available  is  13071  and  those 
dependent  on  wells  or  rain  water  number  6799*  Of  the  houses  with 
piped  supplies  practically  all  have  water  laid  on  internally.  It  is 
estimated  that  only  21  people  have  to  draw  from  external  standpipes. 


From  the  piped  supplies  23  samples  of  untreated  water  and  2  of 
chlorinated  water  were  examined  bac teriologically.  No  evidence  of 
any  serious  defects  was  disclosed. 


Numerous  samples  of  well  water  were  examined  and  very  few  of  them 
gave  really  satisfactory  results. 

Sewerage 

Main  drainage  is  at  present  non-existent  and,  as  I  have  stressed 
before,  the  process  of  laying  water  on  to  the  inside  of  houses  without 
pr  per  sewerage  has  already  gone  much  too  far.  The  result  is  a 
multiplicity  of  cesspools,  septic  tanks  and  soakaways  which  are  a 
c  ntinual  source  of  insanitary  conditions  and  nuisances. 

This  question  of  sewerage  becomes  more  and  more  urgent  as  the 
Council  develops  its  new  housing  estates,  all  f  them  equipped  with 
,-ip>cd  water,  baths  and  water  closets.  At  present  each  of  those 
estates  has  to  have  its  own  small  sewage  disposal  plant.  Two  such 
plants  './ere  brought  into  use  during  1947*  These  small  plants  arc 
unlikely  to  w  rk  efficiently  for  long  and  will,  I  am  afraid,  soon 
bee  me  a  source  of  nuisance. 
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In  my  opinion,  the  fitting  of  water  closets  in  rural  areas,  where 
spacu  permits  the  use  of  earth  closets,  is  an  unwise  and  retrograde 
policy.  I  am  a*  are  that  this  opinion  is  contrary  to  present  day 
practice  and  that  any  attempt  to  reverse  this  practice  n ow  would  be 


unpopular.  Nevertheless  I  hold  that  an  effort  should 'he  nadc  to 
influence  public  opinion  in  favour  of  the  "conservancy”  systen  of 
sewage  disposal,  wherever  it  is  practicable,  and  the  use  of  earth 
closets  in  rural  areas.  The  vain  would  be  both  sanitary  and  econ  mic. 

The  semi-urban  residential  area  in  the  south-east  corner  of  the 
District  is  the  part  where  sewer a ye  is  most  urgently  needed  and  the 
Council  is  still  unable  to  nake  a  start  on  its  twelve  year  old  plans 
for  this  nost  necessary  development.  In  the  village  of  Cranborne  too, 
where  the  river  Crane  is  becoming  a  sewer,  the  Council's  sewerage 
scheme,  while  sanctioned  in  principle  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is 
still  awaiting  authorisation  for  the  work  to  be  begun* 

Housing  remains  an  urgent  problem.  ^he  number  of  inadequately  housed 
people  in  the  -District  is  still  very  large. 

The  Council’s  housing  schemes  have  made  good  progress  considering 
the  shortages  and  restrictions  with  which  they  have  had  to  contend. 

69  houses  were  completed  during  1947,  41  more  were  under 
cohstruc.tion  at  the  end  of  the  year.  15  licences  for  the  erection 
')f  new  buildings  by  private  enterprise  were  issued  during  the  ye<ar 
and  7  applications  for  the  grant  of  subsidy  under  Section  3  of  the 
Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938  (as  amended)  were  approved. 

The  housing  survey  of  existing  dwellings  has  been  completed  in 
seven  of  the  twenty  five  parishes. 
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